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Although Bitcoin was initially perceived to be anonymous, research has shown that a user's 
Bitcoin transactions can be linked to compromise his anonymity.  To address this problem, 
the community has reacted by proposing two key approaches to improve the anonymity of 
Bitcoin: (1) new anonymity mechanisms that are compatible with Bitcoin, so-called mixing or 
tumbler services, and (2) new anonymous cryptocurrencies that are independent of Bitcoin. 
In this talk I will review these approaches along with the required cryptographic primitives 
and discuss the trade-offs between efficiency and anonymity. 
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